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Quechua: khuqhʼuw 'hill or mountain sheep', sing. khuqh'u) is a term that in Peru and Bolivia refers
to native peoples of the central Andes. It is used for people who speak the Quechua language and

are of Andean origin. The name derives from the Quechuan word kushqa-u, meaning "people of the
mountain," and was coined in the 18th century. The Quechua language is one of the three official

languages of Peru, and the most widely spoken language in the Andes region and many other parts
of South America. It has been included in UNESCO's Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger since
October 2007. Quechua people are among the oldest inhabitants of the Americas. They emerged,
along with the Inca civilization, as dominant cultural forces in the central Andes. The Inca capital,

Cusco, is located in the southeastern part of the present-day Cusco Region (Cusco, Cusco, Madre de
Dios, Aconcagua, Apurímac, Puno, Loreto, San Martín, and Vilcabamba Departments). The majority of

the population of Peru and Bolivia are descendents of the Inca, the Quechua and other original
Andean people. A considerable number of indigenous Quechua people today live in Peru and Bolivia.
The population was estimated to be 11.7 million in 2012. Quechua people are mainly made of stock-
breeders, farmers and a large number of miners and goldsmiths who live in the central Andes of Peru

and Bolivia. The modern city of Cusco is built in
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